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TO OUR READERS. 


Tue Ragged School Union has completed a term of thirty-nine years, For 
thirty-five years this Society has maintained and published a record of its work, 
which has been an organ of opinion on great social questions, and a source of 
inspiration to benevolent enterprise. 

The number of children under instruction has increased, and the voluntary 
workers also, the numbers being 37,534 children, and 3,211 teachers. This is a 
most hopeful sign, and indicates not only a maintenance of vitality, but a sign of 
riper power. 

Whatever may be the extent to which education may be carried amongst the 
poor, this Society feels that they may claim the credit for having pointed the way 
to this better state of things, and for having created a stable platform on which the 
Government of the country could rear a solid educational structure. For proof of 
this the several volumes issued by this Society need only to be rapidly scanned. 

Flower Shows and Industrial Exhibitions, Penny and Farthing Banks, are, it 
will be seen, carried on with great spirit and manifest advantage to young and old in 
many of our schools. These institutions for the poorest, which owe to Ragged 
Schools their origin, have now widely enlarged their area, and are working a sure 
but silent revolution in the homes and hearts of the poor. Youths’ Institutes, com- 
bining instruction and amusement, are on the increase. 

The providing through the Ragged School Union of a day’s outing for such poor 
children as, through the want of means of certain local schools, could not be other- 
wise provided, was this year extended, through the liberality of friends, to over 3,000 
children, whilst other institutions received a subsidy for this purpose. 

This Society has also, through the liberality of a lady, sent many children for a 
fortnight for a run among the lanes and in the fields of Gosfield, near Halstead. 

During the winter some Magic Lantern Entertainments were given to over 1,500 
children, while instrumental and vocal music heightened the charm. 

Owing to the spread of School Boards, an erroneous opinion had been generated 
touching Ragged School work, and an opinion had become current among the mis- 
informed as to the non-necessity of such institutions. To consider and combat such 
an opinion a Conference was held, at which papers were read by gentlemen eminent 
from their position and practical knowledge, while the Duke of Westminster, Earl 
Carns, Earl Aberdeen, Samuel Morley, Esq., M.P., John MacGregor, Esq., and others 
spoke in support of the Resolutions which were founded on the papers. A report of 
these papers and speeches is bound up with the present volume. 

The past year was memorable for the closer union of the provincial workers with 
those of the metropolis. It is hoped this initial co-operation may lead to wider 
sympathy and closer contact between all engaged in this great missionary work. 

The Society’s funds are still in need of that continued and healthful support 
which flows from Annual Subscriptions. 

In conclusion, we will strike a tuneful note of praise to the Giver of all good for 
the preservation of the life of our noble President, and for the maintenance of his 
active powers, which has enabled him during the past year to continue and even to 
multiply his labours. 

R. J. C., Editor, 
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DONATIONS and SUBSCRIPTIONS in aid of Ragged Schools will be thankfully received 
‘the OFFICES OF THE SOCIETY, by the Secretary, Mr. J. KIRK, 12 and 13, Exeter Hall, 


Strand ; by Mesars. HATCHARD & Son, 187, 


Piccadilly ; Messrs. NISBET & Co., 21, 


Berners 


Street ; and by the Bankers, Messrs. BARC LAY, BEvAN, & Co. Lombard Street. 
Money Orders should be made payable at the Post Office, Charing Cross, London, to Mr. 


. KIRK, 
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